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The late summer and autumn are, as you 
will all be well aware, particularly busy 
and rewarding times in the garden when 
all the hard work of the previous winter, 
spring and early summer is rewarded 
with fantastic floral displays and copious 
amounts of produce to harvest from your 
garden or allotment.
For a number of complex reasons we in 
Scotland have a real challenge in shrugging 
of the tag of being ‘the sick man of Europe’. 
Eating more fruit and vegetables will 
help and this is where the Caley can and 
does help make a difference, particularly 
with the Caley’s excellent demonstration 
allotment where Moira and her team make 
the growing look so easy! However there 
is much work in this area for the Caley to 
help with in the future.

There is also a plethora of judging activities 
undertaken at this time of year, from local 
shows, local garden judging, through to 
village, towns and cities, national and 
even international judging. Good luck in 
whatever event you have entered.
The exciting news is that the design phase of 
the Saughton Park project is now complete 
and construction work commenced on 
31st July, with P1 Solutions being awarded 
the main landscape contract with a 52 
week programme of works. On a beautiful 
sunny day in early August the ground 
breaking ceremony was held at Saughton, 
where the bandstand will eventually be 
reinstated, led by Lord Provost Cllr Frank 
Ross and the Convener of the Transport 
& Environment Committee, Cllr Lesley 
Mcinness, to officially mark the start of 
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able to cultivate an amazingly diverse 
range of plants outdoors, and this – 
coupled with the outstanding gardening 
skills and knowledge of many individuals 
that enables these plants to be cultivated 
so well – perhaps makes some of our parks 
and gardens among the best in the world. 
However wider political and economic 
pressures continue to impact on the 
resources available to maintain these parks 
and gardens, so please offer support by 
visiting them and enjoy the green space, 
the plants and trees and the floral displays.
Happy gardening,

the construction work. This is a £6 million 
project with £3.8 million funding secured 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund with 
matched funding from the Council, the 
Mushroom Trust and Sustrans. Additional 
funding has also been secured from the 
Scottish Energy Efficiency Programme 
for ground source heating systems. 
Further applications are in progress to 
raise additional funding for a micro-hydro 
scheme and the children’s playground 
and ball court. The Caley is still seeking 
funding for various items, including a 
greenhouse, however perhaps even more 
important, Saughton will be the Caley’s 
new home. 
We are very fortunate in Scotland in being 

The Turf Cutting at Saughton with the Lord Provost and our President
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Garden Visits 2017

Saturday 6th May
The first visit of the season was to 
Millfield House Garden, Falkland on a 
warm, sunny afternoon. Aaron Marshall, a 
horticultural student at RBGE, welcomed 
us with his mother Sarah, who gave a short 
introduction to the history and features of 
the garden. A few years ago it had been 
severely flooded, following heavy rain 
sweeping down from the nearby hill. After 
much hard work, the restored garden is 
full of interest, with a walled garden, 
orchard, shrub borders, bulbs, perennials, 
water features, a new greenhouse and cold 
frames. A generous cream tea was also 
enjoyed.
Saturday 27th May
A full day out. In the morning to Branklyn 
Gardens, Perth, where well-known 
Caley Council Member Jim Jermyn has 
recently become Property Manager. Jim’s 
wife Alison runs the small café there and 
we devoured scones and cake while Jim 
talked about the garden and plans for 
future development. He and his team have 
already made many improvements, some 
of which we observed during his lively 
and informative tour. His enthusiasm and 
energy are infectious.
Lunch of soup and sandwiches followed 
at Glendoick Garden Centre, before 
moving on to Willowhill in Fife.
Willowhill, owned by scientists Eric 
Wright and Sally Lorimer, has been 

lovingly created by them, from scratch, 
over the past 19 years. It occupies a mainly 
level and open site, with mixed borders in 
striking colour combinations, chosen for 
year round interest. Additional features 
are a wildlife pond, meadows, ornamental 
trees, a small alpine area and a productive 
vegetable plot. Delicious cake was served 
before we left for Edinburgh. Plants for 
sale, raised by Sally Lorimer, were of 
excellent value.
13th – 15th June
This year a three-day trip to Inverewe 
replaced the usual longer Study Tour. 
The trip was led by Nick Davis, whose 
meticulous planning and organisation 
were much appreciated by the small group 
of participants. Accommodation and 

Willowhill Border
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The next issue of Preview will come out 
in March 2018. We welcome material 
and photos from members. Please send 
to Anna Buxton, tel 07989 977701 or 
email annabuxtonb@aol.com before 
the end of February.

Next Preview

meals at the Gairloch Hotel, Gairloch, 
were excellent. Inverewe Gardens were 
looking marvellous. A short welcome was 
given by Property Manager Kevin Frediani 
followed by a comprehensive 2-hour tour 
with knowledgeable horticulturist James, 
which greatly enhanced our enjoyment of 
the Gardens.

There was also time to make brief calls at 
Ben Eighe Nature Reserve Centre and the 
little Gairloch Heritage Museum, both full 
of interesting artefacts and data, and on 
the return journey we made a short visit to 
a nursery run by one of George Anderson’s 
former students – they are everywhere!
Saturday 8th July
A full day out. A small group went by coach 
to Pitlochry Festival Theatre, to see a 
matinee performance of Alan Ayckbourn’s 
play “Absurd Person Singular”. Some of 
the group toured the nearby Explorers’ 
Garden in the morning, while others went 
into the town. A substantial high tea was 
taken in the Theatre Restaurant.

Tuesday 25th July
The final summer visit was an afternoon 
at Portmore Gardens, near Peebles. 
We were met by Head Gardener Ken 
Kennedy, who related the fascinating 
history of the house and gardens which he 
wrote about in Caledonian Gardener 2017. 
The herbaceous and mixed borders were at 
their peak, looking absolutely stunning in 
artistic colour combinations and layout. 
The greenhouse, fern grotto, fruit areas 
and potager were all well-stocked and were 
much admired. A good range of plants 
was available for sale. A sumptuous cream 
tea with home baking was served in the 
imposing dining-room of the house.

Sally Heron

Inverewe

The double borders at Portmore
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A Grand (Horticultural) Day Out
Saturday 4th November

The Scottish Gardeners’ Forum (SGF) 
is an organisation that exists to provide 
support and encouragement for Scottish 
garden clubs, to publicise their activities, 
to organise events and to encourage all 
keen gardeners to join their local club. 
The Clubs, not individuals, are members 
of SGF. You may have enjoyed the SGF 
Pallets and Planters at Gardening Scotland 
every year. 
The Caley is a member of SGF, so that any 
member of the Caley is entitled to join in 
its events.
The SGF’s annual day-long meeting 
is run by various clubs, and this year 
Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society is 
hosting it in Lenzie on 4th November. 
In 2016 Dalgety Bay HS organised it, and 
2015 was in Glasgow Botanic Gardens.
Although the day is titled the AGM, it is 
much more than a dry meeting to vote in a 
new Council. The business part of the day 
comes first and briskly. After that the series 
of talks and opportunities to meet other 
keen gardeners is the joy of the day. There 
will also be stalls of various kinds to view. 
The day costs £15 including lunch.
Forms for registration are at: 
www.scottishgardenersforum.org.uk
or email
treasurer@scottishgardenersforum.org.uk

Programme
Venue Lenzie Union Parish Church,
65, Kirkintilloch Road, Lenzie, G66 4LD
Saturday 4th November 2017
10.00 – 10.30  Registration
10.30 – 11.30  AGM + Discussion
11.45 – 12.30 Challenges to Plant Health  
 in the 21st Century
 Dr Katy Hayden, Mycologist,
 RBGE
12.30 – 13.45 Lunch

Opportunity To View Stalls,
Purchase Raffle Tickets or Chat

13.45 – 14.30 People Grow Better in
 Gardens:
 Therapeutic Gardening and 
 the Work Of Trellis
 Fiona Thackeray,
 Head of Operations and   
 Development, Trellis
14.30 – 15.15 Sarracenia Care and Cultivation
 Alex Reynolds,
 Pretty Ugly Plants
Stalls will include:

• Dove Books
• Keep Scotland Beautiful
• Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society,
 Grow and Learn
• Butterfly Conservation
• Trellis

Alison Murison, Council Member, 
Caley and SGF
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Talks are held in the Lecture Theatre at 
the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh at 
7.30pm, unless otherwise indicated.

Wednesday 4th October 2017
Dr Jim Endersby – Joseph Hooker: 
putting plants in their place
Jim is Reader in the History of Science at 
the University of Sussex, an acknowledged 
expert on Hooker and author of several 
books. Joseph Hooker is one of the giants 
of the 19th century and this year is the bi-
centenary of his birth. Friend of Darwin, 
author of several important books, he 
was appointed Director of Kew Gardens 
in 1865 and worked hard to raise the 
status of botany. This illustrated talk will 
trace Hooker’s early career through to his 
eventual rise to the ‘throne of science’, the 
presidency of The Royal Society

The following lectures will be held on 
Tuesdays, as usual.

Tuesday 17th October 2017
Ray Stephenson – Cacti and Succulent 
Families: Myths and Facts
Ray is Chairman of the Sedum Society 
and has had over 200 papers published on 
Crassulaceae. He holds several National 
Collections of succulents and is a BCSS 
judge of Cacti and Succulents. Cacti are 
rarely understood but can be enjoyed by 

all. Succulent plants are currently enjoying 
popularity.

Tuesday 7th November 2017
Robert Ross – A Century of Horticulture 
and Remembrance
Robert is a Horticulturist with the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
the largest horticultural organisation 

in the world. He is 
an enthusiastic and 
energetic member of 
the Caley Council.
Robert designed the 
Silver Award winning, 
People’s Choice Gar-
den, at the Gardening 

Scotland Show in June. 2017 is the Cente-
nary of the founding of the CWGC.

Tuesday 21st November 2017
Gregory Kenicer, RBGE –
Medicine to Magic
Greg is a botanist and Head of Education 
at RBGE; the Genus Lathyrus is a 
particular subject of his research. He 
joined RBGE more than 17 years ago to 
take part in the Flora Celtica project and 
is passionate about the conservation of our 
native plants. The talk tours through some 
of the ideas and patterns in Scottish plant 
use as Greg discusses the diversity of our 
native flora and traditional plant uses.

Winter Lectures October 2017 – March 2018
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Tuesday 5th December 2017
Professor Nigel Dunnett –
title to be confirmed
Nigel Dunnett is Professor of Planting 
Design, Urban Horticulture and 
Vegetation Technology in the Department 
of Landscape at Sheffield University. 
He has pioneered the use of innovative 
approaches to landscape planting and the 
multi-functional use 
of vegetation in the 
built environment. 
He designed the 
landscaping of the 
London Olympic 
Park and the city’s 
first Rain Garden, for 
John Lewis in Victoria.

Tuesday 16th January 2018
George Anderson, SHM, MBE – Travels 
to a Chocolate Heaven
Honorary President of the Caley, George is 
well-known to Caley members and fans of 
the Beechgrove Garden programme. In his 
own inimitable style George will look back 
on his recent trip to Chile, illustrated with 
images of many of its highlights, including 
some of horticultural interest of course.

Tuesday 6th February 2018
To be confirmed.

Tuesday 20th February 2018
Dr Murray Cook –
Rediscovering lost landscapes in Stirling; 
Garden Archaeology and Community
Murray is Stirling Council’s Archaeologist 
and has worked across Scotland for the last 
20 years. He believes passionately in public 
access and engagement in archaeology. 
Recent community led research has 
discovered two lost gardens: the Place 
of Killearn, a 17th century designed 
landscape and Wester Livilands, a 19th 
century designed garden.
2017 is the year of History, Heritage & Archaeol-
ogy.

Tuesday 6th March 2018
AGM and Awards Ceremony.
NB: This meeting is at 7.00pm.

Tuesday 20th March 2018
Dr Stan da Prato –
Almost Full Circle: Stan’s erratic journey 
through the world of plants
Stan is an active Caley member, Editor 
of the Caley’s Caledonian Gardener and 
a judge for Beautiful Scotland. His many 
interests include ornithology, the Aberlady 
Bay Reserve and the Scottish Rock Garden 
Club. He grew up gardening in North 
Berwick, widened his interests to the study 
of birds and has travelled abroad looking 
at all sorts of wildlife and wild places. He 
has gradually returned to spending most 
of his time with plants both in the wild 
and  in cultivation, many of them in East 
Lothian.
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Caley Allotment

The Caley volunteers have had another 
productive year on the Demonstration 
Allotment, working hard over the winter 
on building raised beds, putting in stakes 
and moving fruit bushes.
The mild winter and lack of frost has given 
good crops of fruit this year but the dry 
weather at the start of the season meant 
a slow start for the vegetables. Normally 
we do very little watering, but this year 
we had the hosepipe out every week in the 
Spring.

The new fruit is mostly doing well, but the 
gage – Denniston’s Superb – is coming out 
and will be replaced by a damson. It has 
hardly fruited since it was planted in 2007 
and is not hardy enough for our cold and 
exposed site.
The onions and potatoes have done very 
well this year and the sweetcorn is looking 
promising. The brassica Brokali is a good 

cropper but flowers quickly so needs regular 
picking. There are always disappointments 
and this year the mice managed to eat all 
the pods in two rows of peas planned to be 
ready for the Open Day.
The annual Open Day and fruit pruning 
workshop was held in August, attracting 
visitors mostly from other allotments, 
including Motherwell. Once again, 
George Anderson with his customary skill, 
made it all look simple to the appreciative 
audience. There will be a winter fruit 
pruning workshop with George in late 
winter. Please see the Caley website for 
details of date and time.
We are on the allotment every Thursday 
from 10am and are very happy to have 
visitors. Bridgend Allotment site is on the 
Old Dalkeith Road, south of the Cameron 
Toll roundabout, opposite the entrance to 
the Inch Park and CEC Nursery.

Moira Stevenson

The Caley now has its own jam!

Luscious Victoria Plums
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We had another successful year at 
Gardening Scotland this year, with a total 
of eight Grow and Learn projects from the 
length and breadth of Scotland supporting 
our stand over the weekend.
Projects included Watch us Grow 
Cumbernauld, Bridgend Allotments 
Edinburgh, Help Yourself Grow Glasgow, 
Cyrenians Edinburgh, Pitscurry Project 
Aberdeen, Fortuneworks Glasgow, 
PLANT Tayport and last but not least 
PKAVS based at the walled garden in 
Perth. 
Gardening demonstrations by our projects 
included planting up hanging baskets, 
seed sowing, making recycled paper pots, 
pebble art and a very impressive giant 
peanut feeder for the red squirrels at 
Pitscurry in Aberdeen.
Many thanks to all of our volunteers who 

supported our stand over the weekend, 
especially Margaret Teale, Phyllis Wilson, 
Lynne MacLagan, June Tainsh and Alison 
Wright.
Thanks must also go to those projects that 
donated Grow and Learn artworks, flowers, 
crafts, and potted up planters to decorate 
our display. We even had a ‘Potters Man’ 
wellington boot holder as gifted to HRH 
Princess Royal on her recent visit to Potters 
in Stranraer.
Sincere thanks to Help Yourself Grow, 
Amisfield Walled Garden, Pitscurry Project, 
Oatridge College and Fortuneworks for 
their contributions.
Grow and Learn welcomes the continued 
ongoing support for all who participate in 
our innovative, person-centred learning 
opportunity.

Jean Gavin
Grow and Learn Development Officer

Grow and Learn at Gardening Scotland 2017

Pitscurry Project, Aberdeen PLANT, Tayport
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Spring is coming
Autumn is approaching and it is a good 
time to think about Spring. In 2018 the 
Schools Competition 
will be on the 24th 
and 25th March and 
the Caley’s Spring 
Show will be held 
on 31st March and 
1st April (remember 
to put the dates in 
your diary). Both will 
again be held at the 
Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh.
The schedule is 
already on-line, so get your thinking caps 
on. You do not have to be an expert. We 
are always keen to help.
There are lots of opportunities to visit 
and participate in spring shows across 
Scotland and the Caley takes care to try to 
avoid clashes with the other major daffodil 
shows where possible, especially the others 
which form part of the Jim Davidson 
Trophy for daffodils (Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Keith and Banff). Also there are plenty of 
beautiful gardens in Scotland with some 
stunning displays of daffodils.
We haven’t made any significant changes 
to the schedule this year and have retained 
the exclusive class for bulb workshop 
participants (see the separate note about 
the workshop).

The Caley is fortunate to have the support 
of specialist daffodil growers Quality 

Daffodils in Cornwall 
(RA Scamp) and Esker 
Farm Daffodils (from 
Northern Ireland) 
who both sponsor a 
special class in the 
schedule. Whilst 
daffodils, tulips and 
hyacinths feature 
significantly at the 
Show there are many 
other categories with 
lots of opportunities 

including house plants.
We will again be offering a Home Produce 
stall – which is always popular – and we 
always run out on the Sunday so you can 
never make too many cakes or pots of jam!
Speak to me if you have any questions 
about the spring shows or the schedule or 

Stan da Prato’s prize winning cactus
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email springshow@rchs.co.uk

Schools Daffodil Competition
Any infant or primary school can enter 
the schools competition. All schools are 
asked to grow the same daffodil and to 
choose the best six pots (each planted with 
five bulbs) to enter into the show on the 
24th and 25th March. There is a separate 
schedule with tips and guidance available 
on the website and it is circulated to many 
schools. The more schools the merrier! 
During the show, there will be planting 
and fun for children.
But remember there is also an opportunity 
for young people to enter the junior classes 
in the main Caley show.

Bulb Workshop
This year the workshop will be at the 
Caley allotment, and the allotment team 
are allowing us to use one of their over-
wintering beds to plunge the pots. Very 
exciting!
The workshop provides a wonderful 
opportunity to pot and plunge four 
different classes of show quality daffodils, 
a pot of hyacinths and another of tulips. 
In 2017 we offered a choice of hyacinth 
and tulip and it worked well, so we will 
do this again. The other new feature is 
that one of the daffodils this year is in 
division 7 narcissus. It is one of the Jonquil 

group, which means that it is scented. The 
workshop will be on Saturday 7th October  
at 10.30am. The cost covers the price of 
the bulbs and compost etc and will be 
around £24 (or less if we are lucky). Email 
Pam springshow@rchs.co.uk for more 
information and/or to reserve your place.

Pam Whittle

N jonquilla, parent of Div 7 narcissus

Jetfire daffodils in the Schools display



12

Apple Day
Sunday 1st October

Caley Administrator

Julie Muir recently took on the role of 
Caley Administrator. Her job incorporates 
the previously separate roles of Secretary 
and Membership Secretary and is 
designed to be the initial point of contact 
for the Caley. She works part-time and is 
usually in her temporary office in the City 
Chambers on Tuesday and Wednesday.
As well as a background in banking, she 
is a qualified florist and has a degree in 
horticulture from RBGE, so she should 
be able to help you with your gardening 
queries as well as your administrative ones.
She is always happy to receive material 
such as news items, future events, articles 
and photos for In Flower Now etc, both 
for the website and for inclusion in the 
monthly  E-Newsletter.
Her email address is 
administrator@rchs.co.uk
The Caley’s postal  address is still
c/o  2 Halmyre Loan, Romanno Bridge, 
 West Linton, EH46 7DN

Apple Days are becoming quite a feature 
across Scotland. The Caley will again be 
working with the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh to  hold an Apple Day on 
Sunday 1st October in the Botanics 
Cottage.
Come along and learn more about apples, 
ask about problems or identify that elusive 
apple you have growing in the garden plus 
we hope to have some apples for tasting.

Pam Whittle

Fiesta Blossom 

Apple Day Tasting


