
Christmas Plants  

Narcissus tazetta ‘Paperwhite’ 

 
• Paperwhites take roughly 8 weeks to flower so think about when you want them 

to be in flower!   

• They do not need a lot of room for their roots so shallow containers work just as 

well as traditional pots 

• Plant the bulbs so the nose, top inch, of each bulb is just above the soil line. Plant 

close together, almost touching, for the best display 

• Add water so the soil is moist.  Do not let the soil dry out but avoid standing in 

water 

• Place the pot or bowl in a bright location as lots of light will keep stems from 

growing too tall and becoming floppy.  Keep a few sticks at hand to help support 

the stems 

 

Poinsettias (Euphorbia pulcherrima) 

 

• Poinsettias like to be placed in bright, warm room, out of direct sunlight and most 

importantly avoiding any draughts.  So if you are buying a Poinsettia avoid ones that have 

been standing in shop doorways 

 

• Keep the compost just moist, do not over-water and remember to keep out of draughts 

 

• It is possible to keep the plant going – but it can be challenging! 

 



 

Christmas Cactus (Schlumbergera) 

 

• These are very easy, long-lived houseplants with an impressive number of flowers 

 

• Place in bright light but not full sun or very high temperatures. 

 

• Do not over-water 

 

 
 

Amaryllis  (Hippeastrum) 

 

• Bulbs take around 8 weeks to flower once potted 

 

• When potting any multi-purpose compost is fine in a pot just a little large than the bulb 

with two-thirds of the bulb above the surface 

 

• Place in a well-lit spot at 21°C   

 

• Water sparingly until the leaves develop and then water regularly. Do not let the compost 

dry out 

 

• Turn the pot regularly to help keep the flower stalk straight 

 

• Plants can be moved to a cooler place when in flower - which will help prolong the 

flowering 

   


